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Silvering of the Japanese Eel Anguilla japonica -

Season, Age, Size, and Fat

* . . .2
Yu-San Han '*, Wann- Nian Tzeng ' and I-Chiu Liao
1. Institute of Fisheries Science, National Taiwan University
2. Chair Professor, National Taiwan Ocean University

This study aims to understand the changes in age, total length, body weight, and muscle fat
content in the Japanese eel Anguilla japonica during silvering, from yellow to silver eels,
and their physiological significances. Eels were collected from the downstream of the
Kaoping River of southern Taiwan....... These results indicated that the onset of silvering
in the Japanese eels was season- related, and eels have to reach certain size, age, and
muscle fat content for silvering to occur.

Key words: Japanese eel, silvering, season, age
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